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Challenges that Early America Faced
[bookmark: _GoBack]The early years after America’s independence was the toughest as the country had to deal with the challenges that were inherited from the colonialist. Some of the key challenges that early America had to deal with include economic, foreign policy, domestic political system problems. The early political leaders strived to deal with the problems through different strategies. The aim of this essay is to discuss the above-highlighted problems and how the country dealt with them. 
Economic Problems
Early America was faced with significant economic challenges, which resulted from revolution war. During the revolution, the Federal government got huge loans that accrued up to $54 million in interest (Digital History, 2016). This was on top of about $25 million that the states owed the loaners (Digital History, 2016). As a result, the country was unable to obtain foreign credit.  Before the conclusion of the Revolutionary War, America was already suffering from economic challenges. As Lindert and Williamson (2011) explain, the economic growth rate of America was significantly slower. They estimate that the country’s per capita incomes grew by about 0.38% annually. Even though the growth of per capita income differed, especially between the North and the South America regions, but the economic challenges were felt across the country. The Great Depression period between 1929 and 1933 was a period when America faced one of the greatest economic lapses in its history. Lindert and Williamson (2011) explain that during this period, the country’s income per capita dropped by about 22%. During the Revolutionary War, America’s income per capita dropped by 28%. 
The Revolutionary War was the main cause of economic lapse in America. For instance, it is during the war that America lost the imperial bounties in South Indigo, which reduces its product supply. Further, tobacco and rice revenues reduced significantly, which also translated to reduced national revenue income. Other shocks that resulted from the war include reduced or negative demands of the American commodity exports from the lower South (Lindert & Williamson, 2011). Income losses, especially in the American urban cities as a result of the British naval attacks resulted in disruption in businesses and employment. 
The solution to the early financial and economic problems in America was resolved by Alexander Hamilton’s financial program.  Hamilton’s solution to the debt burden of the country was that the government to assume all its entire debt and borrow new money at a lower interest rate (Digital History, 2016). Despite the heated debate and strong opposition of this program, Hamilton’s plan was a significant success (Digital History, 2016). For example, by demonstrating that the country was willing to repay its loans, United States attracted foreign investors like the European investors who poured into the country and invested large amounts in the local industries and different sectors that helped revive the American economy (Digital History, 2016). Some of the people who strongly opposed Hamilton’s proposal include Thomas Jefferson, who believed that manufacturing would threaten the Agrarian way if life (Digital History, 2016). However, Hamilton’s idea provided a modern economic vision that was based on investment, industry and expanded commerce, exactly, what America needed during its early years (Digital History, 2016).
Domestic Political Problems
Political problems associated with power, race, and money were some of the issues that plagued early America. According to Logan and Barbara (2016), America had been split along regional lines, especially in regions where there was a highly polarized political environment. Just like today where politicians are divided along their political parties, early America was no different. Logan and Barbara (2016) explains that the politics in the 19th century, especially in 1884 between Grover Cleveland, a Democrat and Republican’s candidate, James Blaine was marred with taunting and political blackmails that still exist up to date. The emergence of the political parties in the 1790s was contributed by several factors despite that the political parties posed a serious threat to the enlightened government. After achieving the union of the country, George Washington, John Adams and Alexander Hamilton feared that their opponents would compromise the union that they had established (Digital History, 2016). The other side under the leadership of Thomas Jefferson also feared that the Federalists would create a corrupt monarchical system that existed in Britain (Digital History, 2016). 
The political system changed significantly after the 1800s with blackmail and political assassinations becoming more common in the American political system. As Logan and Barbara (2016) explain the country seemed to be in a collective state of shock in the 19th century characterized by terrorist attacks, shootings by police, and murder of police. The assassination of President William McKinley at the beginning of the 20th century further damaged the national political system and interest. 
The instability in the political processes was eliminated through constitutional ratification that changed the state politics. For instance, the ratification of the Seventeenth Amendment in 1913 was one way to ensure that the political processes become fairer and reflected the democratic nation that America was. The ratification of this amendment ensures that people could directly elect their senators; thus, improving equal representation and political participation (Digital History, 2016). Even though some of the political divisions that existed before are still there up to date, but the ratification of the constitution has improved more political participation that has reduced the political instability that was there before. 
Foreign Policy Problems
Early America’s foreign policy focused on its regional issues other than international issues. After independence, the leaders focused on unifying the states that had diverse interests. However, this reduced America’s participation in international issues. Saylor (2018) writes that the United States was pressured to choose sides during the negotiations for the gradual withdrawal of British forces and France’s. The government, under President George Washington by then, adopted a policy of neutrality as a way to address the international relation problems that the new nation would fall into if it took a side. Later, other presidents that came after Washington tried to maintain diplomacy and neutrality, some of them succeeded while others failed. For instance, Roosevelt in the 20th century adopted an interventionist and imperialist foreign policy principle, which helped prevent war between Russia and Japan (Saylor, 2018). Through this policy, he expanded American presence worldwide. President Woodrow Wilson who came in 1913 tried to use the non-interventionist approach through peace negotiations, and international treaties that failed to meet their objectives (Saylor, 2018). For example, the League of Nations formed under his administration failed to maintain world peace because a few years later World War II emerged (Saylor, 2018). Political leaders tried to overcome the international tensions that America experienced during its early years through international negotiations and more treaties. For instance, the establishment of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 1948 aimed at unifying the collective defense to prevent an attack from non-member states.
I believe that the United States could have become a failed state in its first few decades of existence, especially following the economic instability and problems that the country went through. Without revenue, it could not repay its loans or establish a stable military system and stable governance that ensured the country is prosperous as it is today. Through the policies and economic transformation programs like Hamilton’s financial programs helped the country survive failure in its early years of existence. 
In conclusion, this essay has highlighted and discussed the three main challenges that American experienced during its early years of existence; for instance, economic, domestic political, and foreign policy problems. From the analysis, America may have gone through tribulations during its early years of existence, but with proper and effective leadership as well as policy changes resulted in a strong country that millions of people enjoy living in today.
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